
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

 Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

 Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s bulletins, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

 Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

 As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

 The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 



The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

February 4 & 5, 2017 
 

The Savior’s Sermon: Trust God’s strength! 

 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn Son of God, Eternal Savior 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 492 

 

M: The grace of our Lord      Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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Please stand 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 

our prayer, O Lord.  

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  

tender care. 

 

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.   
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often stumble and 

fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Daniel 3:13-27 

God was strong enough to save the men in the fiery furnace. 

 

 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men 

were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? Now when you 

hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 

down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown 

immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 

 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to 

defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve 
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is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even if he does not, we want 

you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward 

them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual and commanded some of the 

strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the 

blazing furnace. So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and 

thrown into the blazing furnace. The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the 

flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these three 

men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 

 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there 

three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

 They replied, “Certainly, O king.” 

 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth 

looks like a son of the gods.” 

 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 

 So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, and the satraps, prefects, governors and 

royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair 

of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 1 (see pg. 17) 

The righteous man finds his strength in the LORD. 

 

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

God chooses to bless things normally considered weak and lowly. 

 

 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human 

standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of 

the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the 

lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that 

are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has 

become for us wisdom from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is 

written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is on me; he has anointed me to preach good news.  

  Alleluia.  
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 

Jesus promises blessings for things the world considers weak. 

 

 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 

him, and he began to teach them, saying: 

 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 

  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of  

   heaven. 

 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
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Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) I Will Trust in You, Lord 

Grades 1 & 2 by Lynn Shaw Bailey 

 

 Teach me your ways;  

 Show me your paths; 

 Help me trust and obey. 

 Guide me in truth  

 For you are my God;  

 Walk with me all of my days. 

 

 I will trust in you, Lord,  

 In your unfailing love. 

 My heart rejoices in you. 

 I will lift up my voice  

 For you are my God. 

 I will praise you in all that I do. 

 

 You are my hope and joy.  

 You are my King. 

 You give me life and love;  

 That is why I sing. 

 

 I will trust in you, Lord,  

 In your unfailing love. 

 My heart rejoices in you. 

 I will lift up my voice  

 For you are my God. 

 I will praise you in all that I do. 

 

Hymn of the Day Seek Where You May to Find a Way 

Christian Worship 395 

 

Sermon Matthew 5:1-12 

The Blessed Life 

 

Please stand  
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Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work in our community  

and around the world, and our offerings are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a  

visitor today, you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand  
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Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

                                                           
 
 Lord’s Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer was given by Jesus in response to his disciples’ request, “Lord, 

teach us to pray.” This prayer is both one that we should pray often and one that should serve as a model 

for all our prayers. In this prayer, we pray to “Our Father in heaven,” reminding us that we are God’s 

chosen and dearly loved children and members of his family. 

  



pg. 12 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. 

 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever. 

 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 15 of the bulletin.  
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Distribution Hymns Jesus Sat With His Disciples (see pg. 18) 

 Christian Worship Supplement 763 

 

Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven 

Christian Worship 388 

 

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face 

Christian Worship 315 

Please stand 

THANKSGIVING 

 
 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 446  

 

Postlude 

 

 

 
Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank 

you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and 

repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this holy supper you nourish my faith, increase my hope, and  

strengthen my love. Teach me always to hunger for your Son, the true and living bread.  

Enable me to live by every word that proceeds from your mouth. Amen.  
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Carmen Rupprecht, piano (Saturday) 

 Dan Schmal, organ (Sunday) 

 

Communion Assistants Kerry Kuehn, Dave Leyrer, Greg Martin (8:00 AM) 

Adam Sipe, Jeff Sitz, Mike Swenson (10:30 AM) 

 

Head Ushers Kerry Kuehn (Saturday); Tom Wessel (8:00 AM); Doug Knuth (10:30 AM) 

 

Greeters Adam & Jenny Greggs and Jes & Susan Mariscal (8:00 AM) 

 Bruce & Kary Ailey and Matt & Jenny Bahr (10:30 AM) 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

 Zachary Todor at Children’s Hospital, Barbara Schmelzer at Menomonee Falls Health Care 

Center, and Sue Rader at The Lutheran Home. 

 

 Mrs. Renee Pastorek who was called to teach the lower middle grades at St. John’s school. 
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Psalm 1 

 
 

 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked 

  or stand in the way of sinners. 

 

 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season 

  and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.   

 

 Refrain 

 

 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

  nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

 

 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

 

 Refrain  
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Parents’ Preview for February 12 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“Lift High the Cross” Refrain 

Christian Worship 579  

 

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Epiphany 4 
 

 M Luke 12:22-33…..………………………………………... Numbers 22:21-35 

 T Jeremiah 8:4-7…….….…………………………………... Exodus 14:19-31 

 W Jeremiah 5:20-24…………………………………………. Isaiah 30:18-26 

 TH Acts 28:1-6……………………………………………….. Daniel 6:19-28 

 F Romans 7:14-25a…………………………………………. Genesis 9:8-17 

 S Hosea 2:7-12……………………………………………… Isaiah 65:17-20a, 23-25 

 

 

 


